
Newsletter, February 2015  

From Your   
Intentional Interim Pastor 

Lent 
Hope On The Journey 

The season of Lent spans 40 weekdays beginning on Ash Wednesday and culminates during Holy Week with Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday, and concluding Saturday the day before Easter. The number 40 is connected with many biblical experiences including 
the forty days Jesus spent in the wilderness following His baptism.   After His baptism Jesus was “led by the Spirit” into the wilder-
ness where he was tempted.  Christians use Lent as a time for introspection, self- examination, and repentance.   
Ash Wednesday, the seventh Wednesday before Easter Sunday, is the first day of the Season of Lent. Its name comes from the an-
cient practice of placing ashes on worshippers’ heads or foreheads as a sign of our mortality, confession, humility, reflection and 
repentance.   
Our worship theme for Lent this year is Hope On The Journey.  Hope is as important and necessary as is oxygen to breathe.  But, 
sometimes the questions which life brings to us can cause us not to feel hopeful.  Our questions can even paralyze us and we won-
der where God is in the midst of our struggles.  During this Lenten Season, we want to identify and explore some of these ques-
tions so we can experience hope even in the face of doubt and uncertainty. 
We have questions related to why some things happen to us in life, how are we to understand certain situations in life, how should 
I pray or does God really hear my prayer?  While your questions will shape our message series, your identity will remain anony-
mous and many of us have the same questions.   
You are invited to send or mail your questions that trouble you or someone you know to me.  You may mail or drop off these ques-
tions to the church office or email (jimvaught@aol.com) them to me within the next two weeks.  This year, may we together find 
Hope on the Journey as we explore some of our questions for the living of these days. 
I look forward to receiving your questions. 
Jim 
 
 
 
 
 
As we study the book of Ezekiel in the Old Testament, we will use the Annual Bible Study book, Ezekiel, God’s Presence in Perfor-
mance, written by William Shiell, pastor of First Baptist Church of Tallahassee, Florida.  The book of Ezekiel was written when the 
writer was in the foreign land of Babylon.  While there, he had a vision taking him to Jerusalem as well as the famous vision of the 
“valley of dry bones.”   
The study guide is written to encourage us as we listen to God’s call and challenges us to take Ezekiel’s vision of God’s presence 
into our daily lives.   We are called to accept where God has planted us and listen and receive the new breath that God gives us.   
Please let us know if you would like a copy of the study guide. 

 
Transition Team Formation 

As you read this newsletter, we are engaged in the process of forming the Transition Team.  This Team will lead the congregation 
through the Focus Points of Heritage, Mission/Purpose, Leadership, Connections and the Future.  This Team will also involve the 
congregation during each of the Focus Points with at least one congregation wide experience for each.  The Team will share regu-
larly with the congregation during worship and also through the newsletter.   
During the first week of February, I will meet with the Intentional Interim Pastor Search Team to process the names of the nomi-
nees so that the Team represents the entire congregation.  Then the Team nominees will be contacted by me and invited to an 
Orientation meeting on Tuesday, February 10th at 7 PM.  The nominees are asked to pray about their serving as Team members 
with a decision about their willingness to serve by Tuesday, February 17th.  On Sunday, February 22nd, Team Members will be com-
missioned by the congregation with the Transition Team Retreat scheduled for the weekend of February 27-28th. 
I want to thank you for the affirmative vote by both the Administrative Council and the Congregation at the January 18 th business 
meeting for funding the Transition Team Overnight Retreat!  While the retreat was an unbudgeted expense, I believe the entire 
congregation will benefit from it as we move forward.   
Please continue to pray as we move forward in our process.  Keep the faith as we journey forward. 
Jim 

Ash Wednesday Service 
February 18, 2015 
Chapel @ 6:15 PM 

Lenten Study: Ezekiel 
Wednesdays beginning February 25 

6:15 PM 

mailto:jimvaught@aol.com


Schedule 

 5:30  Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 
 6:15 Adult Bible Study 
  Children’s Choirs 
  Youth Choir 
  Praise Team 
 7:00 Prayer Time 
  Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 
  Children’s Mission Groups 
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Wednesday Nights 

Would you be willing to volunteer to prepare one Wednesday 
Night Dinner? Attached to the “Get Involved” bulletin board will 
be  information sheets that will give you ideas for meals, guide-
lines to walk you through the process and a "work sheet"/ 
schedule to help set up your team and the dinner menu. 

The church provides funding for the meals and fortunately, sev-
eral men makes sure  that the tables are set and the drinks are 
made each week.  If you would like the  opportunity to partici-
pate or take charge of providing our Wednesday night dinners 
please call Peggy Todd at 379-6835.  Come enjoy the fellowship 
and we look forward to seeing you. 

From the Church Office 

 If you would like to receive the church newsletter by mail or electronically and periodic 
updates, please give your contact information to Jeanette Johnson in the church office: 
804.744.2044 or jjohnson@tomahawkchurch.org 

 For those that have requested to continue to receive a hard copy of your newsletter,  but 
want to provide an email to receive  church notifications, you will receive both an email 
and hard copy of the newsletter.   We have one main email distribution list.  Don’t worry! 
You will still receive your hard copy! 

 Do we have your birthday? I would like to start including monthly birthday’s in the news-
letter. I will be able to implement this when we switch our membership software. Please 
give me a call  to be sure you don't get left off the list! 

 At the time of this newsletter writing, there are 27 boxes of offering envelopes that have not been picked up. If you no longer 
need or use envelopes, please let the office know. We will not re-order for anyone that has not picked up envelopes in 2 years, 
unless requested. This helps cut down on cost and waste.  I always have blank envelopes for those that need them.  

 Committee Chairs: please remember to check your mailboxes in the Sunday School Office on a regular basis.  The following 
boxes currently have mail: Missions, Budget, Scholarship, Church Clerk, Golden Circle Class, Guys and Dolls, Children’s Choir 
and Prayer Shawl Ministry (new box).  

 Deadline for March newsletter items is February 16.  

 

 

 

Dear Tomahawk church family,   

Thank you for your generous gifts to us this Christmas.  It is 
an honor and a blessing to walk alongside you as we serve 
God together in this place.  We are grateful for all your kind 
words and thoughtful gifts.  Thank you again for thinking of 
us during this season and God bless you in our shared jour-
ney! 

In Christian love, 

Thomas, Susan, Jeanette, and Jim 

Our son and daughter-in-law, Michael and 
Fernanda Batteau had a son this morning 
(12/25) in Florida and all are fine!  What a 
special blessing to be born on Christmas Day! 

Henry Michael Batteau was 9 lbs. 1 oz. and 
20 1/2 " long, with black hair and blue eyes. 

John and Shirley Rudin 

Inclement Weather Policy 

As we continue through the winter months, the safety of 
our congregation is our priority.  In the event of inclem-
ent weather, we will place announcements about ser-

vice cancellations on the website, church voice mail, Facebook, and 
on Channel 12.   



The choir and praise team are hard at work 
on music for spring and Easter! We invite you 
to join us on Wednesday nights. We learn a 
lot and have fun, too. We’re excited about 
Easter morning when we will sing with the 
children’s choirs to celebrate the risen Lord! 
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From Your  Associate Pastor 

We all need reminders from time to time.  I want to share a little about how I understand and approach discipleship.  Over the last 
two and a half years, I’ve said this in a variety of ways and in different settings and groups within the church, so I hope this sounds 
familiar to you.  But whether this is the first or the fifteenth time you’re hearing this, I hope it will make things clearer and help us 
all understand better how the things we do as a church help all of us, individually and as a community of faith, to grow more into 
the likeness of Jesus. 
 
Ultimately, that’s what discipleship is: an ongoing, life-long process in which our lives grow to more closely reflect the life, charac-
ter, and teachings of Jesus Christ.  Everything we do as a church, from worship to sharing a meal, from doing missions with the 
homeless to small groups and Bible studies, even how we conduct ourselves at business meetings, is a part of that process.  This is 
very similar to how a family functions.  Families don’t use classes to teach kids what the family values or what it means to be a part 
of that particular family.  They learn it through every interaction, conversation, and shared activity.  The same is true of the church.  
Everything we do and the way in which we do it teaches something about who we are, what it means to be a follower of Christ, 
and how we can live out our faith each day.  With that in mind, it’s important that we are intentional about the things we do and 
integrate all the aspects of our church’s ministries so we’re forming disciples that look more like Jesus than the culture around us.   
 
This fall in both the Wednesday night studies and the home based small group, we began to explore questions of how we can be 
more intentional about living out our faith on a daily basis, making it a way of life rather than an activity we do, not just individually 
but as a community.  What does that look like?  What changes happen as we practice our faith together each day?  This winter and 
spring we’ll be continuing to explore this with a small group study on The Irresistible Revolution: Living as an Ordinary Radical by 
Shane Claiborne.  I hope you’ll join us on Thursday nights as we continue to wrestle with what it means to follow Christ with our 
entire lives.   
 
Grace and peace to you on our shared journey, 

  

All children in grades 2-5 are invited to come join this awesome 
group on Wednesday nights! 



Tomahawk Youth  

are collecting for  

McGuire VA Medical  

Center 

If you would like to help, please place items in the donation 

box near the Welcome Center. This project will run through 

February. 
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The Irresistible Revolution Small Group 
Thursday nights from 7-8:30pm at the Rawls House (beginning February 12) 

 
“I was just another believer.  I believed all the right stuff – that Jesus is the Son of God, died and rose 
again.  I had become a ‘believer,’ but I had no idea what it means to be a follower.  People had taught me 
what Christians believe, but no one had told me how Christians live.”  -Irresistible Revolution, pp.38-39. 
 
In The Irresistible Revolution, Shane Claiborne invites us into a movement of the Spirit that begins in the 
heart and extends through our hands into a broken world.  Using examples from his own unconventional 
life, Shane stirs up questions about the church and the world, challenging us to live out our faith to the 
fullest.  This book will comfort the disturbed, disturb the comfortable, and invite believers to change the 
world with Christ’s radical love.   
 

Join us as we continue to wrestle with questions of how we can live out our faith together daily as individuals and as a community.  
Cara Rawls will be facilitating the group.  Please sign up on the “Get Involved” board in the education hallway by Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 4 so we can order books (cost will be $10 if you need a copy of the book).  If you can’t make it to the group but would like to 
get the book, please note that on the signup sheet as well.  Please see Cara or Thomas Rawls if you have questions.  All are wel-
come!   

Needs List 
Clothing: 
White T-shirts (large sizes) 
White socks (men and women, ankle or no show) 
Men’s Boxers/Briefs (all sizes) 
Women’s Panties (all sizes) 
Women’s Undershirts/Sports Bras (all sizes) 
New Sweat Pants/Shirts (all sizes) 
**Clothes requested are all sizes, but most of their  
Veterans are size large or larger. ** 
 
Comfort Items: Individual Size (NO glass, please) 
Alcohol Free Mouthwash 
Denture Brushes/Cream/Adhesive 
Deodorant (men and women) 
Body Wash (neutral or masculine scents) 
Hand/Body Lotion 
Shampoo/Conditioner 
Combs 
Puzzle Books 
Pens/Pencils 
GRTC Bus Passes 
Phone Cards 

 Jesus is My Valentine 

 
Jesus is my valentine; 
I talk to Him each day. 

He never, never leaves me; 
and always listens when I pray. 

Yes, He is my Valentine; 
there is no love like His. 

He is the heart of all that is; 
for Him I breathe and live. 

He’s a Valentine that never lies; 
never hurts or breaks. 

He always has forgiven me; 
for all my past mistakes. 

If you only knew my Valentine; 
You would love Him, too.  

For His love is always perfect; 
His love is always true. 

So if your heart is longing, 
for a love that never ends; 

for someone that is faithful, 
you know you can depend; 

call upon my Valentine; 
He’ll wash away your sin. 
He will be your Valentine, 

and your dearest, dearest friend. 
 

~Swan Nikitenke 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=youth+group&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=8I6qj_KyyaVgFM&tbnid=WnGOkqaNpHjXFM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.centralchurchnewburyport.org%2FChildrenYouth%2Ftabid%2F27803%2FDefault.aspx&ei=nNQsUZa6Kcmx0AGryIGwB


Prayer Concerns 

Tomahawk  Members 
Nancy Barden 
Rucker Barden 
Chris Chance 
Bonnie Cheatham 
Marguerite Coates 
Willis & Sue Connell 
Jim Cosby 
Clyde Cottrell 
EB Davis 
Ed & Doris Hamlett 
Gene  & Jo Hartman 
Dorothy Holland 
Charles & Gail King 
Lloyd Mawyer 
Harold McCabe 
Elyvin Moore 
Family of Elizabeth Schools 
Charles Taylor 
Beckett Walker 
 

Friends and Family  
Marcee Adams (K. Jones) 
Hinkle Family (Ziesmer) 
Johnson/Sult Family (J. Johnson) 
Janet Morrisett 
Brenda Philbin 
Walton Family 
 
Serving in the Military 
Hunter Cox—Kuwait 
Stan Gibson – U.S.S. Eisenhower 
Jason Hehl – Pentagon 
Melanie Hehl—Fort Bragg                    
Ryan Hehl - Ft. Bragg  
Mark Redman – Germany 
Jacob Sansbury - Iraq 
Kenny Tarrant  

Deacons on Call… 

Our deacons of the month will serve as ministers “on call” if 
you need assistance.  Don’t hesitate to contact: 

 

Doris Wampler—745-9138 
Sue Stout—378-2358 
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Clay's Lighthouse has a new job!  It is waiting for each of us to 
help keep it full of groceries...You will find it in the hall just 

behind the sanctuary. 

The idea is for each of us to bring one item each time we gro-
cery shop and put it in the Lighthouse.  When the Lighthouse 
is full, we will take the food to the "Gathering Grounds" to be 

given to people who need it. 

LET'S TRY HARD TO DEVELOP THIS NEW HABIT 

IT'S SO HARD TO BE HUNGRY   

Guys & Dolls 

February 23, at 10:30a.m. 

Music from the 40's; 50's;and 60"s !! 

David and Mina McAllister have sung to-
gether for all their married life.  They sing 
at all kinds of events, including weddings, retirement centers, 
churches and birthday parties.  We found them singing at Hu-
guenot Baptist  Church.  Their voices are so mellow and blend 
so well and they sing a big variety of songs.   

This will be a very entertaining program.. Everyone is invited. 
The program is free, and if you would like to stay for lunch, the 
cost is $4.00 

Sunday Morning Prayer Time 
Gather with others at 9:45 AM in Room 218 
to pray for Tomahawk Baptist Church, the 
Intentional Interim Process, and for God's 
leadership as we move into His future. 

Prayer List 

The prayer list is updated once a week. Copies are available  
on the Office bulletin Board in the hallway.  Extra prayer re-
quest forms are located there as well.  

Financial Reporting 
In an effort to alleviate confusion and more accurately report 
our finances to the congregation, we will no longer include the 
budgeted figures in the bulletin each week.  Instead, beginning 
on the second Sunday of February and continuing the second 
Sunday of each month, we will report the actual income and 
expenditures for the previous month in that Sunday’s bulletin.  
The full financial report will still be given at the quarterly busi-
ness meetings.  The quarterly report will be printed in the 
newsletter. Please bear with us as we make this change.  
Thanks! 
 

Facts & Figures as of 12/31/14 
Actual Revenues for 2014 are $123,713.49 less than budgeted. 
Actual expenses for 2014 are $70,213.39 less than budgeted. 
Tomahawk ended 2014 with a net loss of $52,516.74 
Mortgage Debt Early Payoff receipts: $13,227.80 
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Tomahawk Baptist Church 

12920 Hull Street Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

Phone: 804-744-2044 

Fax: 804-744-7841 

www.tomahawkchurch.org 

 

Dr. James Vaught, Intentional Interim Pastor 

Thomas Rawls, Associate Pastor of Discipleship 

Susan Kish, Music Director 

Robin Tarr, Website Coordinator 

Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

 jjohnson@tomahawkchurch.org 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

 
 
 

2 
PSM 10:30am 

3 
 

IIP search Team Mtg. 
7:00pm 

4 
 

Activities begin with 
dinner at 5:30pm 

5 6 7 

8 
 

 
 
Youth Group 6:00pm 

9 
PSM 10:30am 

10 
 

Transition Team 
Orientation mtg. 
with IIP 7:00pm 

11 
 

Activities begin with 
dinner at 5:30pm 
 

 

12 
 

New Small Group 
study begins 7-8:30pm 
at the Rawls home 

13 14 

15 

 

 
 
Youth Group 6:00pm 

16 

PSM 10:30am 

 
Guys & Dolls  
Planning 10:30am 

17 

 

Deacon Mtg. 7:00pm 

18 

 

Activities begin with 
dinner at 5:30pm 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Service 6:15pm 

19 

 

Small Group study      
7-8:30pm at the Rawls 
home 

20 21 

22 
Transition Team 

Commissioned  
during worship 
 

Youth Group 6:00pm 

23 
PSM 9:30am 

 
Guys & Dolls 
10:30am 

24 25 
 

Activities begin with 
dinner at 5:30pm 
 

Lenten Bible Study 
begins 6:15pm 

26 
 

Small Group study      
7-8:30pm at the Rawls 
home 

27 28 

Transition Team Retreat 


